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,iudy « ">.y be «pedl.nt and posaible."” Nevertheless, „o action 
»a< taken to Implement graduate education; rather. West Virginia 
blacks, prohibited from attending the graduate and professional 
schools of the state university, were encouraged to pursue their 

studies a, Th "‘ l '*” n j ^a'ric’V^on fcc e 'fo PrefCrCnCC ” “ ° ,her 

STior by the state. During the l929-3TschL, S ryear, tU the n num^r 
of students attending West Virginia State reached 1,105, and only 
,bc West Virginia University, Marshall College, and Fairmont State 
reported a larger net attendance.” Students at the college, as repre¬ 
sented by the 1932-33 freshman class, came from families with 
a relatively low income level. A majority were the sons and daughters 
of miners or other unskilled workers, and only 3 per cent came from 
the farm; about 27 per cent of their parents were professionals, but 
half of these were school teachers. From the point of view of both 
parents and students, the problems of securing an education at West 
Virginia State College were largely financial, even though the school 
was the least expensive of the regionally accredited colleges for 

The Blueficld Colored Institute did not progress as rapidly in 
the direction of full collegiate status. Enrollments fell during the 
Fust World War from a net attendance of 223 in 1916-17 to 187 in 
1917-18 but recovered to 235 for 1919-20.” Female matriculants 
eonatcntly outnumbered their male counterparts by two to one. 
Preparatory work was continued, as was the two year normal 
certificate course for the preparation of elementary teachers, and 
the first two yean of a regular college course were authorized by the 
Vale Board of Education in 1920. A third year of college work was 
aa*d in 1927-28 and a fourth in 1928-29, at which time the college 
Ml authorized to award the B.S. degree in education and home 
“ Thr first degrees were awarded to eight graduates at 

•nduabd four the standard normal course. It was not intended that 
•v .-a-.-js, be developed as a general purpose college. In 1931, 
•a « polar urs changed the name to Blueficld Stale Teachers College. 
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and "despite the great economic stress" which "had its effect on 
practically every angle touching the college," enrollments increased 
from 525 to 663 different students between 1928-29 and 1931-32 
the number of registrants in the four-year course "increased verC 
greatly." and President R. P. Simms boasted that "with the return 
to economic normalcy (sic) the effectiveness of the College will be 
in keeping with any standard teacher-training institution anywhere."” 
Both distinction and accreditation, however, eluded the school, and 


West Virginia State College experienced rather steady increases 
in enrollment during the depression decade, although appropriations 
and growth of the state's black population lagged behind. Signifi¬ 
cantly. West Virginia State was the only public college in the state 
which enjoyed a nationwide drawing power. President John W 
Dams noted in 1938 that "the offerings of the college attract students 
from thirty states other than our own" carefully adding that "our 
student body, then, is cosmopolitan and national in character without 
tarmful effects to our autonomous state."” Although authorized by 
tatute. graduate study was never initiated. Rather, the state con 
°H a PP r0pria,in S fund * for Negro residents of 

£5 ^mt SSm * 

A,r ***- ’he Utter period *' tv* cl ** ^ l ^ cmsc * v cs of the program 
reduced brou * ht Portages 

war effort: " d declmin * enrollments, 
a Sen^D ^ ,he resource5 of W csl Virginia 
in 19a, s WnT Officer, Training Corps unit 

■ jr; •* - u:5 SwSsi 1 ?* - 



T*e Negro population of West Virginia numbered 117.754 in 
However. a> a percentage of total state population, the black 
xfmttH decreased by four-tenths of a percentage point to 6.2 
prrcmt dunng the depression decade." The Negro colleges con- 
10 ** relatively etpensive to operate in terms of the percentage 
J ^ ***• population served During 1945-46, the expenditures 
* **** aunutwm of higher learning totaled $6,137,388. of which 
«J2I44>1 of IIJ par cent of the total was expended by Bluefield and 
*“ ' Mate coOegrs The greatest proportion of all money 

< ^ l “ “* eduratton >n for personal service. At this time the 
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Allbough the new policy was of considerable importance to the 
Sick citizens of West Virginia, it was perhaps even more signi¬ 
ficant for a large segment of the state's white population. Between 
••'I and I960, the Negro population of the state declined by 22.2 
per cent the overall decline in the state's population having been only 
• per cent during this period. Furthermore, the two state 
“samiamed for the eadusive use by blacks were, immediately 
pr>r« to the :-segregation order, of service to approximately 5 per 
'* the citizens of the state Indeed, during the 1953-54 school 
f«0, ~ half <4 the full time students entollcd at West Virginia 
wtte from rthcr slates, and only about one-third cl 
*J**** students -ere from Kanawha County For the 1954-55 
“ * " >99 While students nrgisieitd at West Vitgmia 

" T* . *** thrrtafter, while studenu numbered in excess cl 

IW *** —» " > ■» ) of the tsrw students wen from the Chalks 
•* sans as* kistsh, Count, U 1956. President William J. L. 
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TV •' B ' ue " eld Tu ,hi11 ' in Noven,b«r 

. V SUM Board of Education directed that a study be made 
fcM jbllitv of merging Blucficld and Concord into a single 
<* '*1 or alternately, the possibility of converting the college into 
' technical and vocational school. Although the college was 

* '*tr dubious position of having the highest per student cost and 

* ™,e»l average teachers' salary among the colleges controlled by 
t* w rst Virgin'* Board of Education" it was concluded that “neither 
** ^^r nor the two-year technical institute seems feasible.” 

f jt was recommended that both the growing technologies 
baccalaureate degree programs in the arts, sciences, and 
be continued. This course of action proved to be sound in 
vTdegree credit enrollment increased from 643 in 1962 to 1,116 
I96J. during which time the number of freshmen more than 
* from 196 to 417. The movement of white students to 
gacfwld bad been initially very slow, but by 1962, 40 per cent 
y , v undents were white, with evening classes and technical students 
201 students in the college's dormitories, 
t. and 115 of them were from out-of-state. 
Wat of the enrollment growth consisted of white students, so that 
„ |M5. both Blucficld and West Virginia State had predominantly 


of the two colleges from predominantly 
white was unique. A decade after the 
i sis traditionally Negro colleges had an enroD- 
han SO per cent black Only at Blucficld and 
had the racial balance shifted from Negro to 
ertm of enrollments" they were "actually no 
Even the historically 
of the Southern and Boeder 
raasylvanu and Central Sate m 
A The prospects ft 





